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Data from two national surveys, the National Survey
of Family Growth (NSFG) and the National Natal-
ity Survey (NNS), were used to assess the relation-
ships of maternal and infant health characteristics
to past and expected future fertility. Although the
two surveys were designed for different purposes and
sampled different populations, confidence can be
placed in the ICIrlll{;}ll“\hl})‘; found to the extent that
both surveys show statistical significance in the same
direction.

A relationship was seen between more children
ever born and poorer maternal health or health care.
Both surveys show that mothers with a medical condi-
tion, a history of fetal loss, and fewer prenatal visits
have had more children ever born than other
mothers. These relationships persist after sociodemo-
graphic characteristics have been controlled in a re-
gression analysis. However, mothers with a health
condition or a history of fetal loss expect fewer births
than other mothers, but prenatal care from a hospital
oulpatient clinic is related to more additional births
expected.

Some relationship exists between poor infant
health characteristics and higher past and expected
fertility. High birth weight and the infant not being
discharged at the same time as the mother are related
to more children ever borne by the mother, according
to the NSFG. Both surveys support the hypothesis
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that women attempt to replace deceased children;
mothers whose last child died shortly after birth ex-
pected more additional births than mothers who had
not lost a child.

Both surveys show that sociodemographic charac-
teristics of mothers explain more variation in their
actual and expected fertility than do maternal and
infant health factors. Mothers who ave clder, black,
younger at the birth of their first child, and have
completed less education have had more children
ever born than other mothers. Fewer additional
births are expected by older women; and, independ-
ent of other characteristics in the regression equation,
fewer additional births are expected by women who
were younget‘ at first 1'1'1;1:‘1‘iage..

Much has vet to be learned about the causes of fer-
tility patterns, and better measurements of health,
including perceptions of health, could be of some
utility. Although maternal and infant health factors
are less strongly related to fertility than are socio-
demographic characteristics, they are still important
in understanding variations in fercility,
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