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ABSTRACT. Two complementary studics examined dimensions of
g‘hﬁil‘.‘iﬂnﬁ involvement in the decision to enler hospice care. In
udy 1, physicians practicing in three communitics served by Medi-

care-certified hospices were surveyed by mail to determine their lev-
cls of awareéness of icc and the degree 1o which they discuss
hospice with the terminally 1ll, and how Ihese are affected by charac-
teristics of their practice. Among the 45% who respanded, over %%
were aware of hospice. In contrast, discussion of hospice was re-

ported by onl slighll aver hall, N:arhr all comments about hospice
['Jl'l'ﬁ:] w:r:: f:m:rrahh: In Swdy 2, anending physicians of hospice
paticnts were interviewed to determine their reasons for recom-
mending hospice care, and their degrees of satisfaction with hos-
pice. Aspects of support were identified a5 Lhe most important rea-

sons for recommending hospice; 97% of the physicians were
sauﬁﬁr.:d with the decision that the patient enter hospice care. The
pap between physicians’ awareness of hospice and their discussing it
ts examined, along with its implications, Issues fur future 1eseanch

are identified.
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