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Abstract

The concept of quality of life (QOL) is increasingly being used in

framework for program planning and evaluation. This article d
d summarizes how this framework is currently being use

utcomes, to guide quality improvement strategies, and to

sed, including those related to understanding mental m

uilding on current public policies. The article concludes

on model development and transdisciplinary research.
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on

ly, the concept of quality of life (QOL) has
the field of intellectual and closely related

al disabilities (IDD) primarily as a sensitizing
during the 1980s and 1990s grounded and
an individual valued and desired. During the
, its role has expanded to include: (a) a
framework for assessing personal outcomes;
construct that guides program practices and
ovement (QI) strategies; and (c) a criterion for
effectiveness of those practices and strategies.
as become an agent for social change that at its
us think differently about persons with IDD
might reform policy and practices to enhance
personal outcomes. Basic to that process is a
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e field of intellectual disabilities as a conceptual and measurement

ribes the development of a QOL conceptual and measurement

d both nationally and internationally to assess and report personal

evaluate the effectiveness of those strategies. Implications of such

odels, developing internal data systems, supporting organization
with reference to the evolving nature of the QOL concept and the
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desire among stakeholders for quality services and personal
outcomes; a focus on providing individualized supports
within inclusive (i.e. community) environments; an empha-
sis on key performance indicators and evidence-based
practices; and the use of best practices regarding skill
training, assistive technology, and environmental accom-
modation (Schalock, Gardner, & Bradley, 2007).
Despite the appeal of the QOL concept in the field of

IDD, it has yet to be fully integrated into current policy
and practices due to a number of issues related to its
conceptualization, measurement, and application. In addi-
tion, the ecological and consumer empowerment emphasis
of the QOL movement is frequently at odds with models of
disablement that focus on defectology (Devlieger, Rusch, &
Pfeiffer, 2003) and models of care that focus on control,
power, health, safety, and categorization (De Walle, van
Loon, van Hove, & Schalock, 2005).
The major purpose of this article is to discuss how QOL

investigators in the field of IDD are addressing these issues.
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